


This Education Pack has been designed to provide an engaging and rewarding experience.
Every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy.

Every reasonable effort has been made to trace copyright holders to obtain their permission.  The 
Kennet Valley at War Trust has acted in good faith at all times and on the best information 
available to the Trust at the time of publication.  Please contact the Trust if you own the 
copyright to any material which has been included in this Education Pack without your consent.

© The Kennet Valley at War Trust 2015

A copy of the pack can be downloaded from www.kennetvalleyatwar.co.uk 

Cover image: Marlborough High Street, viewed from the south west during the Second World War 
(Merchant’s House Marlborough).
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The Trust's collection is housed in a small museum within the evocative setting of Littlecote House, near 
Hungerford, in surroundings which have changed little since 1945.  Unique to the Kennet 
Valley, the Museum is important to those who live locally or who are connected with the 
valley’s war-time experience.  Of regional significance, the collection also draws interest 
from a range of ex-service organisations and from the US airborne community.   The museum is open daily 
between the hours of 10.00am and 4.00pm, and is free of charge to the general public. 

This Education Pack has been developed by the Kennet Valley at War Trust in partnership with the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, and with the help of local primary and secondary schools, in order to provide a new educational 
resource specifically designed to enable more people to learn more about and celebrate their local heritage. 

A pdf version of the Education Pack, together with other educational resources, can be downloaded from: 
www.kennetvalleyatwar.co.uk  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The Heritage Lottery Fund 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 From the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and buildings we  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 love, from precious memories and collections to rare wildlife, we use National  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Lottery players' money to help people across the UK explore, enjoy and  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 protect the heritage they care about.  www.hlf.org.uk.

Formed in 2006, the Kennet Valley at War Trust was  
born from a resurgence of interest in the events of the  
Second World War, and by a tangible desire amongst the  
local community to preserve the history of the Kennet  
Valley and to use the information, artefacts and displays  
in the Trust’s care to help educate all age groups and  
nationalities about the history of the area during the 
war.

(Merchant’s House Marlborough)
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How to use the Education Pack

The Education Pack is in two parts: background 
information and a set of classroom activity plans for 
teachers; and original images and texts, to be used with 
those plans. 

The activities, which are principally designed for pupils 
aged between 9 and 14, can be adapted to suit older or 
younger students who are studying the history of their 
local area.  Each activity includes background information, 
helpful ideas, and links to curriculum subjects and additional online  
resources.  These can be used in lessons or as part of a larger cross curriculum project. 

Slide packs, for use with each activity, can be downloaded from: www.kennetvalleyatwar.co.uk  

The activities show what can be achieved with the resources provided, and should be used to develop your own 
ideas and lesson plans. 

As you do so, remember that the pack is about the men and women of the Kennet Valley and those British and 
American soldiers, airmen and airwomen who were based there, and who lived through the momentous events 
of the Second World War, and whose sacrifices helped to make the Allied victory possible.   

This is their story.

British fighter pilots running for their aircraft, 
1940

(© IWM HU 49253)
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Link to the BBC’s ‘Bitesize’ primary and secondary education website for KS2 
and KS3 history: www.bbc.co.uk/education

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z9s9q6f/revision/1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z9s9q6f/revision/1






















Some useful links about the First World War
Remembering the fallen: www.britishlegion.org.uk    The Home Front Legacy Project: new.archaeologyuk.orgWomen and the First World War: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary
http://new.archaeologyuk.org/first-world-war/
http://new.archaeologyuk.org/first-world-war/
http://new.archaeologyuk.org/first-world-war/
http://new.archaeologyuk.org/first-world-war/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/document_packs/women.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/document_packs/women.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/document_packs/women.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/document_packs/women.htm
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary
http://new.archaeologyuk.org/first-world-war/
http://new.archaeologyuk.org/first-world-war/
http://new.archaeologyuk.org/first-world-war/
http://new.archaeologyuk.org/first-world-war/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/document_packs/women.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/document_packs/women.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/document_packs/women.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/document_packs/women.htm


Links to articles about the 
Great Depression
www.history.com and      
www.bl.uk/learning   

http://www.history.com/topics/great-depression
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Links to articles about Second World War battles:
www.historylearningsite.co.uk and 
spartacus-educational.com  

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/world_war_two_western_europe.htm
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Useful links

Anti-invasion defences www.pillbox-study-group.org.uk

Defence of Britain Project archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Marlborough War Walk www.kennetvalleyatwar.co.uk 
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Links to articles on the Home Guardwww.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war and  

www.historylearningsite.co.uk
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Useful links 
BBC History ‘Home Front’ archive www.bbc.co.uk 

Propaganda posters in the National Archives www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
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Useful links 
Frank Capra’s ‘Battle of Britain’ documentary, made for an 
American audience, 1940 www.youtube.com
 

An interactive map, showing where the German bombs fell on 
London during the Blitz www.bombsight.org

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSZnFo7JORo
http://www.bombsight.org/#15/51.5050/-0.0900
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Links 
The history of humanitarian law www.icrc.org
 

Imperial War Museum archive material about Italian 
and German POWs in England www.iwm.org.uk

https://www.icrc.org/eng/who-we-are/history/150-years/index.jsp?rdpage=/eng/who-we-are/history/150-years/timeline/1914-18-german-pow.htm
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/german-and-italian-prisoners-of-war-in-the-united-kingdom#lightbox-object-205202285
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Links to articles about 
American soldiers in 
Britain

www.nww2m.com and  

www.eyewitnesstohistory.com   
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Useful links

www.dailymail.co.uk and   

www.kennetvalleyatwar.co.uk   

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2513866/A-GI-Christmas-How-American-soldiers-bearing-gifts-extra-rations-proved-festive-hit-British-families-WWII.html
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Links to articles 
about D-Day

www.ddaymuseum.co.uk    

www.combinedops.com   
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Links

Articles, videos and speeches www.history.com    
Imperial War Museum archive www.iwm.org.uk   
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Useful links

Glen Miller and wartime entertainment www.mtholyoke.edu    
The 306th Airborne Medical Company www.med-dept.com  

https://www.mtholyoke.edu/~knigh20c/classweb/miller.html
http://www.med-dept.com/unit-histories/326th-airborne-medical-company/
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Useful links

The history of the 506th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment www.ww2-airborne.us    
The Airborne Museum, Sainte-Mere-Eglise, 
Normandy www.airborne-museum.org   

http://www.ww2-airborne.us/units/506/506.html
http://www.airborne-museum.org/en/
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Useful links: 
Royal British Legion learning pack www.britishlegion.org.uk
 

The story of poppies and remembrance projectbritain.com

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/3968896/LearningPack_2014-15.pdf
http://projectbritain.com/Remembrance.html
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Useful links 
Learn about war memorials www.learnaboutwarmemorials.org 
Search for your local war memorial www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk 
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Further resources

Archaeology Data Service	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 

BBC History	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.bbc.co.uk/history 

BBC Bitesize Primary (KS2) and Secondary (KS3) History		 	 	 www.bbc.co.uk/education  

Bomb Sight	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.bombsight.org 

British Library	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.bl.uk 

Combined Operations Command		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.combinedops.com  

Council for British Archaeology	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 new.archaeologyuk.org 

D-Day Museum	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.ddaymuseum.co.uk  

Daily Mail		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.dailymail.co.uk  

Eye Witness to history.com	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.eyewitnesstohistory.com  

history.com	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.history.com 

History Learning Site	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.historylearningsite.co.uk 

Imperial War Museum	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.iwm.org.uk 

International Committee of the Red Cross	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.icrc.org 

Musée Airborne		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.airborne-museum.org  

National Archives	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.nationalarchives.gov.uk 

National WWII Museum	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.nww2m.com 

Pillbox Study Group	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.pillbox-study-group.org.uk
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Further resources 

Project Britain	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 projectbritain.com  

Primary Homework Help	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk  

Ramsbury at War	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.ramsburyatwar.com  

Royal British Legion	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.britishlegion.org.uk 

Spartacus Educational	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.spartacus-educational.com 

The Kennet Valley at War Trust	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.kennetvalleyatwar.co.uk  

US Airborne 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.ww2-airborne.us  

You Tube	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.youtube.com 

War Memorials Online	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk  

War Memorials Trust		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.learnaboutwarmemorials.org  

Wartime Entertainment	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.mtholyoke.edu  

WW2 US Medical Research Centre	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.med-dept.com 
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