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Note to teachers…



This basic slide pack has been prepared for you to 
use with the Kennet Valley at War Trust’s Second 
World War Education Pack.



Please adapt it to meet your own needs.










Dunmill Pillbox, near Hungerford!
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Inside a pillbox!
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Hungerford Home Guard Platoon!
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“Summer 1940 was an exciting time at the 

College, not only because of the situation in 

the country, but because, although 

schoolboys, we were doing a man’s job and 

playing a full part in the defence of the 

country.”






John Wilson, a student at Marlborough College, writing in June 1997






Members of A Company, Marlborough Home Guard, on 
parade in the High Street, summer 1940!
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“At Preshute we each had our small pot containing 

the butter ration of 2oz a week.  The jam ration of a 

1lb jar was meant to last a month, so to eke it out 

we fell back upon the off ration alternatives such as 

Fry’s chocolate spread, peanut butter and even 

Radio Malt; the last named being obtained from the 

High Street chemist…”



	
  

David Scaife, a student at Marlborough College, recalling the hardships of war-time rationing
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Two German Dornier bombers over London, 1940
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“We had blackouts up so mother went outside to 

look and when she came back she said, ‘some poor 

blighter’s getting it tonight!’ We went out and you 

could hear the droning of planes.  It went on all 

night long.”




Keith Light, remembering the night of 11 November 1940
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Two bewildered ladies  stand amid the ruins of the St. 
Bartholomew’s Alms Houses Newbury, destroyed by a 

German bomber!




